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uneasiness was for a few minutes swallowed up in pleasure.
As the former state of mind, however, returned, the state
of organ returned with it."
This was the first observation of the value of nitrous
oxide as an anaesthetic and in connection with the teeth.
It arose out of the arrival of the young philosopher's wisdom
tooth; rather late after the arrival of his wisdom! Near
the end of the monograph he writes: "As nitrous oxide in
its extensive operation appears capable of destroying
physical pain, it may probably be used with advantage
during surgical operations in which no great effusion of
blood takes place/'
Unfortunately, the preliminary stimulating effect of the
gas, which made the respirer laugh and stamp, attracted
more attention. The effects of "laughing gas" became
a turn in shows, and Davy's very clear suggestion of its
anaesthetic value was not followed for no less than forty-
four years, when an American dentist named Horace Wells
demonstrated its value in the extraction of teeth in 1844.
The Americans are the founders of modern anaesthesia,
their chemist, C. T. Jackson, demonstrated ether was a
narcotic, in 1841. The American physician, W. C. Long,
experimented with it, and the American dentist, W. Morton,
demonstrated its value in extractions in 1846. His success
inspired the Boston surgeon, J. C. Warren, to use it for
long operations. These achievements were followed by
J. Y, Simpson's introduction of chloroform at Edinburgh
in 1847.
When Beddoes was dying he wrote to Davy asking for
his consolation. He regretted that his scientific researches
had failed, and that he had indulged in many scientific
aberrations. History proved that he was unfortunate, for
his belief in the medical importance of respiratory gases
was justified, and the young man to whom he had given
such wonderful opportunities had within a year provided
sufficient evidence of its truth.
The failure of the contemporary physiologists to adopt
Davy's discovery offers an interesting subject of research*
The ancient medical profession was perhaps disinclined to